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THE PRESIDENT'S CUBA POLICY 


Ne course set by the President in reraré to Cuba is widels: endors cd, 
and assurences of peneral cunport have come from many sources. 
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A common view is expressed by the asscrtion of Hearst's New York 
Journai-American that "Presicent Kennedy moved along the only 
Nonorable course left open." fhe Coston Herald says "we vould 
not uish him to have done anything Less, and we telieve that the 
Ancrican people went nothing less." 


A Gallup Poll survey of initial public reaction to the President's 
speecn indicated that more than eignt out of ten Americens who had 
neard atout the"blockade decisior'approved of it. 


Particular noints of the President's course, or of his speech-.ar2 
concerned by some. The Baltimore Sun holds beac hat the President's 
acience in taiting until he nad incontrovertible evidence that 

che Soviet Union was appressively establishing in Cuba a major 
pese of offensive political power has creatiy strengthened our 
pon ition. 

“ne heu York Herald Tribune says that his speech, "while properly 

, and ipoee, by no means excludes the paths of negotiation | 

nd. discussion." The Vashineton Post says that it was food thet 

irpectly addressed himself to the Cuban people.” 


ae ts 


deternivazion 4 re perlin and other noints ct conflict, some stressfeog. 
Jos. Alsop, Jas, Reston). Δ ΟΊ παι Um. 5. White adds that, as 

a necessary reassurance to the nation, Kennedy should dismiss those 

iio ecrlier pressed *che refusal of caequate military support to 

uho patriots! invasion in April 1961," 


“no decision on Guba has at Ἰδοῦ made Knrushchev “umderstand. U.S. 


Hovever, some criticism of the President's timing comes from a number 
of sources Lesg, Chicago pi Dune » Detroit Free Press, NoYo Post, 


Vall St. Journ2i, David Lawrence, Nax Lerner, Republican Senators 
Goldyater (Ariz.) and Keating (u.¥.) J. 


liost of tris group raise & question as to why the move was not 
made sooner. The Vall Street Journal. while stressing the ins 
nortance of supporting the President, says? "For months noWoos 
cnougiauPful and informed people have been vaikings of exactly tne 
daaser which the President cescrived so vividly. " It adds: “Vhe 
President is nob untouched by the fact thab his action comes on 
che eve of an election.” 
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“there . is on eleriont: of skenticisn in many cf the Commentseoc” nich oe 
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Dif tecin=: fron tne others, the ἔθ Zar Ια: “Ung did we 
not irst prosent the issue to both toe 32.4.5. and tne Uailo> 


Security, Council? | εἰς νης ae 
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f political crit cisn 15 aise indicated. One | 
Republican ‘spokesman is reported by Caheii P Phillips as saying: ‘that | 
the Cuban'issue is "dead; for'the Curation,” but Phillips adds that ||: 

! 


implies a-‘so far so. £006.’ attitude’ {in ΠΟΥ. Pines), ΠΟΥ. * Hey. 
President Elsennouer is reported as saying "ue are free to ast. ᾿ 
aud Co learn: how te arcived at cur present state, even in foreign : 
ofPaLrs s a ee ee Τ ΟΣ τ τρος εν 
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for.‘this. ‘country; and: for, ἀμ general peace out. its | Purpose ; ‘is ito: 
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“the. Battin re, oun that: the ὕ 0.5. "reaction is _ fraught ite 1 risks: ΠΝ “ee Pe 
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ΝΣ : ee Ἂν ὉΠ} 
Ὁ ΘΘοΡΨ  Η6 peace ;” ue ae Per hfe τς στρ te : “ἢ ZH 


2 εἰ reserve the peases"|| 4 ἘΜΈ 
Ἢ “But there “igt'sone fe Na hae! ins. Russians will not: ‘start ΠῈΣ ie! fF Tad 


nuclear ‘yar over Gubao:: "The Soviet: Uni. on has fo Vital interests. ἐπὶ 


in Cuba," the Vashington’ Fo ost SazS « "it camiot arford to jeopardize: 


empniasize. again and egein:. the Pundaznental 4ifference betiueen-. : 0: re 
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the support coming. from oener eon beige Le weitomed, "OAS support rn 
bose this henispherte 


its arm survival, Torsthe sake of ma imbaind ic an ameiwA merican irri. 
sant 4000 miles. from’: fits hoceland.* Goa tha Uew York Tices it is 


. “ie ean tk that di BeKhrushohev would fire the first shot egainsr ἘΞ: 
‘us,"-and’ ithe Pines. adds: ‘that Fhe wilS.not if οὐ Military and alse ete 
ee δ᾽ μοχλάτρ, moral ; forces yere modiliged against him. ole ata 
a a tii rs Penis : a tic εἰ wot ἐν ΒΕ 
. tte is ib tt ‘per “ἢ 
τὰς ΓΕ “50 eckiTic 'SugreS tions ‘are. pede f for Sirensihening the U.S ἧς Se ‘nos sitions: 
- ‘tne Philadelphia, inquirer Sugusts Ὁ that “the Asami melration pnould. pare: 
“ι BAS Page 


establishment: of. U.S.: missile bases ἄγουσι the Soviet Union and the: i 


estsblishnient - ‘of soviet missile bases ia Cuia.” et 

oat 1 τ 
oP ne positive ‘thrust; σ 5805 the UVasnin ucton Post, “muss be to en: rte 
courare the Cubans thonselves to restore their country to deni ty, 
Precdom and genu ine independence.” 


of the blockade affords a secure Je: ral tas 


- 


Ske ror 
policy.” the Vashington Post comments, Seri ipps~loward's Washington - 7 
ewe concludes that OAS’ “unaninity cou nld not have come at a wore yn 


tincly monent™ (somewhat sinilurly, Hash, Star). The Pniladelpnia 
Taquiz rer sees “a heart ening WeQs8ure of ABINAAnCe in tac σῷ snerally 
fo rorable reaction (ot the Pree orld to the novea eicrac by 


Psesesd dent ceynedy." 


